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CRG Exposes Proposed City of Milwaukee
Rental Property Inspection Scheme

CRG Advocates, the issue advocacy arm of CRG Network, recently sent a 10,000 piece mailing to City of Milwaukee rental property owners exposing a revenue raising scheme that essentially amounts to a “backdoor tax” on renters and urges them to contact their aldermen to “vote no” to the proposed Rental Property Inspection Certificate ordinance.  The mailing contained an alert to both owners and renters on the ordinance that proposes mandatory fees and language that would allow building inspectors to search dwellings without a warrant, the owner’s consent, or even so much as a complaint from an apartment’s lease holder.  The ordinance also grants broad and arbitrary power to building inspectors to issue certificates based on opinion and capricious application of the ordinance.
CRG spokesperson Chris Kliesmet explained, “The City of Milwaukee is broke but raising fees and taxes on property owners is politically unpopular.  Not surprisingly, they have conspired to concoct an insidious scheme that goes after renters instead.  Under the guise of improving rental property conditions, they have devised a disingenuous ordinance that exacts mandatory fees on rental property owners knowing full well these fees will be passed on to renters in the form of higher rents.  Not content to attack mere pocketbooks, they propose to invade the privacy of renters and violate owner property rights by demanding searches without warrants, the owner’s consent, or so much as a shred of probable cause.  Furthermore, the broad power to issue rental certificates at the sole discretion of individual bureaucrats is a recipe for corruption.  It is important to also note that the City is proposing to expand this bureaucracy while at the same time cutting fire and police funding.  City of Milwaukee construction is down 30%.  Why in God’s name would you expand building inspection while cutting public safety?  This is but one more example of the myopic, money-grubbing attitude that infects numerous segments of local government.”
For further information contact Chris Kliesmet at 414-429-9501 or 414-801-0800 or visit www.crgnetwork.com. 
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